3i4      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
Augustine that he should not be ordained against his will—a by no means uncommon contingency in those days.    Augustine, therefore, curtly told the people  of his promise,   and  threatened  to  leave them if they persisted.     Some of their  leaders then   approached  him   in  the  apse,  and   pressed their request.    He could only repeat his refusal, and a ' horrible turmoil' followed.    The people loudly accused Alypius, who was with Augustine in the apse, of wanting all the wealth for his own church of Thagaste ; whilst Pinianus and Melania spoke   bitterly   of   the    sordid    covetousness   of Augustine's   people.     The   bishop   began   to   be apprehensive for the life of Alypius and,  as  he afterwards said, lest they should pull his  church down.    After   a   long    and   painful   period    of altercation  and vituperation between priests and people,  Pinianus  was   compelled   to   promise   on oath that he would not leave Hippo or be ordained in any other church, and the people dispersed.     It was a sad time for the poor bishop, as he indicates in a subsequent letter to Alypius.    Albina openly associated Augustine with his congregation in the charge of avarice ;  < the common people accused thee of this,' he says  to Alypius, c whilst we were accused  by  the lights  of the   Church.'    He   < is